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The Pine Strawberry Fuel Reduction Committee was formed in 2004 to function as an
oversight committee for fuel reduction efforts in the community. The committee was not
formally recognized until they were introduced as partners on SFA 5-1 50/50 grant in March
of 2005. The intent was for the committee to become the voice of the community and to help
conceive new projects and innovations that would move Pine Strawberry to the forefront
within the state, if not the nation, as a community that was willing to work together in
making our area a safer place to live. Since that time this committee has been listed as a
contributing partner in the 2006 WHF 6-2 50/50 grant, the 2007 WHF 7-4 50/50 grant, the
2008 SFA 08-009 50/50 grant and is also listed as a contributing partner in the upcoming
2009 grant, all written and administered by Mike Brandt for the Pine Strawberry Fire
Department.. Prior to 2005 there were no fuel reduction efforts being made in this
community. At that point the local advice was to pack your favorite belonging beside your
front door or in your car during fire season to ensure that you had them with you if you were
required to evacuate during a catastrophic wildfire. It was during the Willow Fire in 2004
that a structure protection team came into this community and after an assessment gave Pine
Strawberry a 20% survival rate if catastrophic wildfire were to enter into this community.
Since that time great strides have been made, due in no small part to the oversight committee
that was initially formed back in 2004 and incorporated as Pine Strawberry Fuel Reduction,
Inc. in 2008. Some of the accomplishments of this group are:

o Supported development of adult education CD, Protect Your Property from Wildfires
This project was accomplished by enlisting financial support from Arizona Public Service,
State Farm Insurance, Gila County, Qwest Communications, and the Pine Action Committee
and educational content from the US Forest Service, Arizona State Land, Arizona Fish and
Game, the University of Arizona and others to make a wildfire safety informational CD,
Protect Your Property From Wildfires, that was then distributed to residents and property
owners through a mass mailing. This adult education CD could not have been created
without a tremendous amount of community and interagency cooperation.

e Fund drive to clear fuel break

The Pine Strawberry Fuels Reduction Committee developed and spearheaded this project to
fund maintenance of the fuel break on Forest Service land surrounding the community, since
the project was imperative and the federal government did not have the funds to do it.
Through a mailing to the community, in a little over a week in excess of the $50,000.00
requested was raised entirely through community donations. Private donations exceeded
$80,000.00 in addition to $50,000.00 that Gila County made available for this project. This
project not only provided this community with the wildfire protection that it desperately
needed, but it also was cited on a national level and called the best example of
community/agency cooperation in the country. This is an example of the value of educating
the public and building support through community spirit.
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These are posted signs along main ingress and egress routes for citizens living in the
communities of Pine Strawberry. The idea is to keep fresh in everyone’s mind that wildfire
is an ever present danger and that we must be constantly vigilant in order to maintain the
gains we make via property clearing. Maintenance is the key. Initial clearing is a one time
event while maintaining it is an everyday event.

e Seeding project

The fuel break is in constant need of mechanical clearing to keep it an effective tool for
combating a fire either entering or leaving the community. This constant clearing is not cost
effective nor does it accomplish the restoration of the native ecosystem that is truly the
answer in safeguarding ourselves from wildfire. If we can provide a fine fuel that can be
burned on a regular basis we can fight fire with fire in the way nature intended. To get that
fine fuel a mixture of native grasses had to be reintroduced to the area. This not only helped
in restoring the ecosystem but will also supply the fine fuels that can then be burned on a
regular basis. This project was and is being accomplished by volunteers from the community
as well as the committee. The funding for the grass seed was secured by the committee and
seed selection was based on help from Gila County and USFS.

e Ramada

The new Ramada at the community center was built through partnerships in this community
as well as in both the state and the county. This committee secured the necessary funding to
replace the 45 year old small Ramada that was already in place. The new Ramada was
constructed using small diameter wood from surrounding forest to show a practical
application for the forest products that surround us. This project is a clear example of what
can be accomplished by building partnerships on local and regional levels.

e Supplemental brush pickup

The brush pick up program allows all members of this community to have use of the grant
funds. It was designed so that the average property owner can clear his property and not
have to make all the trips to the landfill. Those residents without the means to haul cut brush
just have to pile the debris beside the road in front of their property and the fuel route people
will come and pick it up. There is no other system that we are aware of in the United States
that provides this service on a weekly schedule. The Pine Strawberry Fuel Reduction
Committee participated in the development of the initial brush pickup program and backed it
before it was ever started. During the past year, due to the perfect storm of circumstances,
the pickup fell behind and the community was faced with an ever growing number of piles all
over town. The committee, being bombarded with calls from the public, used their money to
hire a private contract service to haul 41 tons off the side of the road to help catch the fuel
route up. Effectively putting their money where their mouth was.

¢ Reprinted adult education CD

Education like maintenance and is never ending process. The original wildfire prevention
CD that was produced to educate the property owners had been handed out until supplies
were depleted. Pine Strawberry Fuel Reduction, Inc. had them reprinted to be distributed as
an educational tool.
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Several large parcels of private land, each from 40 - 200 acres, located in steep mountainous
terrain filled with diseased and overcrowded trees and vegetation, directly abut the fuel break
and diminish its effectiveness at strategic points. One of these undeveloped parcels nearly
provided entrance for the Cave Creek Complex Fire and the others have that same potential.
In the spring of this year a grant opportunity became available providing communities
funding to reduce the fuels on such properties and to complement USFS projects by widening
and extending the fuel break into the community. Pine Strawberry Fuel Reduction. Inc. was
successful in securing a $420.000 grant to do just that. Fuel reduction on these properties is
vital in reducing the overall fire threat to the community.




